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DEAN WEXLER’S REMARKS

Joan G. Wexler"

Good afternoon. I am Joan Wexler, Dean of Brooklyn Law
School, and it is my pleasure to welcome you to our Legal Writing
Symposium, celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Brook-
lyn Law School Legal Writing Program.

We are very proud of our outstanding Legal Writing Program,
which teaches cogent, persuasive, and eloquent writing—an essen-
tial skill for the practicing attorney. We are also proud of our out-
standing writing faculty—authors of three of the leading writing
textbooks and many scholarly articles. Our writing faculty are also
active participants in legal writing conferences.

Some years ago, faculty members at Harvard University’s
Graduate School of Education and the John F. Kennedy School of
Government, and twenty-three other colleges and universities
conducted an assessment! of how undergraduate students could
make the most of their educations.2 Two conclusions from the As-
sessment are relevant to our discussion here today.

First, the Assessment found there is one academic goal that is
widely shared by students: they want to improve their writing.?
They know they will be asked to write an enormous amount in col-
lege, and most expect this to continue after they graduate.

Second, the Assessment found that there is a close relation-
ship between the amount of writing for a course and the students’
level of engagement in the course.* The more students write, the
more engaged they are with their learning.

The importance of writing has been emphasized in the legal
academy as well, through the increased professionalization of legal
writing programs, the development of legal writing scholarship,
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and the expanded number of writing courses offered beyond the
first year of law school. This Symposium explores the relevance of
the writing-across-the-curriculum movement to legal education.
Participants will consider the ways in which faculty may creatively
use writing to teach doctrine and to develop students’ analytic and
persuasive skills, and will report on some of the problems they
have encountered.

I hope you find these presentations stimulating, and I thank
you for coming.
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