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Biographical Information about Presenters 
 
 
Dale Carpenter is an Associate Professor of Law at the University of Minnesota Law School. 
He teaches and writes in the areas of constitutional law, the First Amendment, and sexual 
orientation and the law. Professor Carpenter is the Vance K. Opperman Research Scholar 
2004-05 at the University of Minnesota Law School.  He also serves as an editor of 
Constitutional Commentary. 
 
Professor Carpenter received his B.A. degree in history, magna cum laude, from Yale College in 
1989. He received his J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School in 1992. Professor 
Carpenter clerked for The Honorable Edith H. Jones of the United States Court of Appeals  
for the Fifth Circuit from 1992 to 1993. After his clerkship, he practiced as an associate at 
Vinson & Elkins in Houston and Howard, Rice, Nemerovski, Canady, Falk & Rabkin in San 
Francisco. Professor Carpenter testified before the Senate Subcommittee on the Constitution 
regarding the Defense of Marriage Act. 
 
 
Teresa S. Collett is a professor of law at the University of St. Thomas School of Law in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota where she teaches Property, Bioethics, and Professional Responsibility. 
 Active in the public policy arena, Professor Collett has testified before subcommittees of both 
the 
United States House and Senate Judiciary Committees, as well as several state legislatures.  She 
has written extensively on marriage and the family and is co-author of a textbook on professional 
responsibility. 
 
 
Dwight G. Duncan is professor of constitutional law at Southern  New  
England School of Law (perhaps soon to become U. Mass School of Law) in  North  
Dartmouth, MA.  He did his undergraduate work in Classics at Harvard  College,  
then earned a J.D. at Georgetown Law Center.  He wrote the  prevailing briefs  
at the Supreme Court in the First Amendment case of Hurley v.  Irish-American  
Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Group of Boston (the St. Patrick's  Day Parade case)  
in 1995, and has represented  amici supporting marriage as the union of a man  
and a woman in the  same-sex marriage cases in Hawaii, Vermont, Massachusetts,  
New Jersey, Oregon  and Washington.  He has also been active in pro-life  
litigation. 
 
William C. Duncan (co-author with Monte Stewart) is Director of The Marriage Law 
Foundation, William C. Duncan formerly served as acting director of the Marriage Law Project 
at the Catholic University of America=s Columbus School of Law and as executive director of 
the Marriage and Family Law Research Grant at J. Reuben Clark Law School, Brigham Young 
University, where he also served as a visiting professor. He has published numerous articles on 
constitutional and family law issues in a variety of legal journals. 
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Lynn Hogue is a Professor in the College of Law at Georgia State University, having  joined the 
faculty in 1982. He currently teaches courses on constitutional law, conflict of laws and 
American constitutional history. He is an active member of the bar in Georgia, Arkansas and 
North Carolina. He has argued cases before the Georgia Supreme Court, the Eleventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals and lower federal and state courts. Professor Hogue received an A.B. degree 
(1966) from William Jewell College; M.A. (1968) and Ph.D. (1972) degrees from the University 
of Tennessee; and a J.D. degree (1974) from Duke University Law School. He is the co-author of 
National Security and Military Law in a Nutshell, (Thomson/ West 2003), a treatise on conflict 
of laws in Georgia, and numerous articles on constitutional law and conflict of laws including 
"State Common-Law Choice of Law Doctrine and Same-Sex "Marriage": How Will States 
Enforce the Public Policy Exception?" 32 Creighton L. Rev. 29 (1998); "Examining a Strand of 
the Public Policy Exception with Constitutional Underpinnings:  How the 'Foreign Marriage 
Recognition Exception' Affects the Interjurisdictional Recognition of Same-Sex 'Marriage'," 
Creighton Law Review (2005) (forthcoming); "Avoiding Parentlessness By ART (Assisted 
Reproductive Technology):  A Proposal for Enforcing Contracts and Avoiding the Public Policy 
Doctrine in Interstate Cases," Whittier Journal of Child and Family Advocacy (2005) 
(forthcoming); and “State Choice-of-Law Doctrine and Non-Martial Same-Sex Partner Benefits: 
 How Will States Enforce the Public Policy Exception?” Ave Maria Law Review (2005) 
(forthcoming). 
 
 
Zachary A. Kramer is a lecturer at UCLA School of Law and is the first Williams Teaching 
Fellow in the Charles R. Williams Project on Sexual Orientation Law.  Professor Kramer 
graduated, with distinction, from the University of Wisconsin and earned his J.D., magna cum 
laude, from the University of Illinois College of Law, where he served as editor-in-chief of the 
law review.  A frequent speaker on same-sex marriage and gay rights, Professor Kramer=s 
writing has appeared in the University of Illinois Law Review, the Seattle Journal for Social 
Justice, and the Chicago Tribune.  His current research project involves the intersection of 
employment discrimination, family law, and sexual orientation law. 
 
 
Val Ricks is Professor of Law at South Texas College of Law in Houston, Texas.  He teaches 
Contracts, Business Associations, Mergers & Acquisitions, Securities Regulation, Agency, and 
Jurisprudence.  His scholarship focuses on the history and development of contract law and the 
role that faith (religious and otherwise) plays in law.  He has been a visiting professor at BYU 
and Texas Tech University.  He was graduated summa cum laude from BYU's J. Reuben Clark 
Law School in 1992 and clerked for Judge Charles Wiggins, Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of 
Appeals.  Val and his bride, Elizabeth, are the proud parents of three sons and two daughters. 
  
 
 
Katherine Shaw Spaht B.A., University of Mississippi, J.D., Louisiana State University is 
the Jules F. and Frances L. Landry Professor of Law at Louisiana State University Law Center.  
Her areas of specialization are family law, community property law, and successions and 
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donations.  Professor Spaht, as the drafter of Louisiana=s covenant marriage statute, has written 
extensively on that subject, as well as Louisiana=s community property system and its unique law 
of forced heirship.  Noted titles include Covenant Marriage and the Law of Conflict of Laws, 
Louisiana=s Covenant Marriage: Social Analysis and Legal Implications, For the Sake of the 
Children: Recapturing the Meaning of Marriage, and Why Covenant Marriage May Prove 
Effective as a Response to the Culture of Divorce.  
 
 
 
Mark Strasser is Professor of Law at Capital University Law School in Columbus, Ohio.  His 
articles and books analyze issues arising in constitutional law, family law, and tort.  Much of his 
writing focuses on issues affecting the lesbian, gay, bisexual and Transgender community. 
 
Monte Stewart, is President of The Marriage Law Foundation, and has served in the past as 
United States Attorney (Nevada), Special Assistant Attorney General (Utah), Director of the Rex 
E. Lee Advocacy Program at Brigham Young University=s law school, and Law Clerk to the 
Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court. Oxford University in June 2004 awarded Mr. 
Stewart a post-graduate degree with distinction for his work in constitutional and family law, and 
his Oxford thesis, AJudicial Redefinition of Marriage,@ published in September 2004 in the 
Canadian Journal of Family Law. 
 
Jeffery Ventrella, J.D., University of California, Hastings College of Law, practiced about 15 
years in complex commercial, insurance, and financial litigation.  He also did environmental and 
natural resource litigation and appellate advocacy. A member of the Idaho State Bar, he is also 
admitted to practice before the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and the Bar 
of the United States Supreme Court.He has presented numerous seminars for a number of 
organizations, including the Idaho State Bar, regarding a host of topics including motion 
practice, discovery practice, boundary law, legal reasoning and appellate advocacy. He has also 
lectured extensively on the relationships among civil law, tort liability and ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction. 
Mr. Ventrella’s writings have appeared in a number of legal journals, periodicals, and books, and 
a version of his presentation will published by the Hastings Constitutional Law Quarterly. 
 
 
David Wagner was born New York City in1958; raised there and in Los Angeles area.  United 
Nations International School, New York, class of 1976.  Yale College, class of 1980.  MA in 
Medieval Studies, Yale Graduate School, 1984.  JD, George Mason University School of Law, 
1992.  Editorial writer, The Washington Times. Senior Speech writer, U.S. Dept. of Justice. 
Director of Legal Policy, Family Research Council.  Staff Counsel, House Subcommittee on 
International Operations and Human Rights.  Senior Writer, Insight Magazine.  Associate 
Professor at Regent University School of Law since 1998. 
 
 
Lynn D. Wardle has taught since 1978 at the J. Reuben Clark Law School of Brigham Young 
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University and has visited at other law schools in the United States, Scotland, Japan, Australia, 
and China.  He teaching and research focus on Family Law, Conflict of Laws, and related 
subjects.  He is the Immediate Past-President of the International Society of Family Law (and 
international learned society for family law teachers), and is a member of the American Law 
Institute.  He has testified before Committees of the U.S. Congress and state legislatures about 
various family policy issues including the federal and state Defense of Marriage Acts, and has 
published extensively in law reviews about same-sex marriage and lesbigay adoption policy 
issues and interjurisdictional recognition issues.  He is a co-editor of Marriage and Same-Sex 
Unions (Praeger 2003) and author, co-author or editor of eight other books or treatises and many 
articles dealing with family law and related policy issues. 
 
 
Camille S. Williams, Administrative Director of the Marriage & Family Law Research Grant 
at the J. Reuben Clark Law School, is an Assistant Provo City Attorney, and has had a small solo 
 practice in mostly family law.  She teaches family law for undergraduates, and has participated 
in professional seminars on law and topics related to the family. Her research and writings are on 
family and women's issues, with an emphasis on the mother-child relationship.  She is the author 
of APlanned Parent-Deprivation: Not in the Best Interests of the Child,@ forthcoming in the 
Whittier Journal of Child & Family Advocacy, and her published work includes chapters in The 
Family, The Law, and the New Millennium (1999); The Silent Subject: Reflections on the Unborn 
in American Culture (1996), and The Bill of Rights: A Bicentennial Assessment (1994); she has 
also published articles in  First Things, The World & I, and Meridian Magazine. 


